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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
=>) Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


—_ 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics 


Liturgical Colors 
Gold Brocades Linens 
Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, WN. Y. 


“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





THIS SACRED HEART SHRINE 
IS THE ANSWER TO TWO BIG 
PROBLEMS 


Because here is the statue you've been 
looking for... and ... it's within the range 
of your purse! No expense has been 
spared to produce a truly artistic Sacred 
Heart Shrine for your home. It is 10 
in. high, 9 in. wide and 6 in. deep, with 
felt base. The statue is pure white and 
7 in. tall. A vigil light, set in the steps, 
comes with the Shrine. Price, $6.50. 
If money is sent with order, add 50¢ 
postage. 
Order from: 

Fathers of the Sacred Hearts 

4930 S. Dakota Ave., N. E. 

Washington 17, D. C. 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1103, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Spiritual Vitamin for July 


Eternal Father, through the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, glorify 
His holy Name according to the wishes of His adorable Heart. 


Ind. of 300 days as reparation for blasphemy of His holy Name. 








St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 
One of the most joyful and solemn of Benedictine feasts is that of 
the Solemnity of St. Benedict, July 11th. This glorious saint is invoked es= 
pecially for the grace of a religious vocation, and also for that of a happy hour 
of death. Wearers of the Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict may gain a plenary 


indulgence on this feast by fulfilling the usual conditions of confession, Com= 


munion, a visit to a church and prayers for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
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She Blood of Chow Redemption and 
Diubaation’ 


mtoiote 


EVOTION to the Precious Blood ought to be as wide- 
spread as the world itself, for every soul has been 
redeemed by the Precious Blood. To It we owe our 
salvation, every one of us, and if hereafter an everlast- 
ing crown rests upon our brow, will it not have been 
purchased by the Precious Blood? The Sacred Heart 

has indeed loved us with a love of surpassing tenderness; and to that 
love we owe Its long-suffering with us; but yet, neither the Sacred 

Heart nor the gaping Wounds of Jesus have been our Redemption. That 
which has redeemed us — freed us from hell — is the Most Precious 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Since, therefore, our salvation is 
the fruit of that Blood, since by It we are entitled to heaven with its 
unfading joys, is it not just that we should, each and all, embrace 
devotion to the Precious Blood, and render It special worship, even 
daily homage? Surely this is the will of the Church, or she would not 
set aside a whole month in addition to the observance of a special 
feast in Its honor, to encourage a universal worship of that Precious 
Blood. 

The Precious Blood of Jesus redeems souls, purifies them from 
their iniquities, renders bearable the trials and sufferings of earth, and 
prepares for us an eternal crown of glory. We owe It the homage of 
adoration and of glorification; of perpetual thanksgiving for the un- 
speakable benefit of our Redemption and for the numberless graces of 
which It is the source; of perpetual reparation for the outrages with 
which It has ever been, and is, today, assailed; of perpetual invocation, 
to obtain that Its shedding be not fruitless to ourselves and to the 
souls of the whole world; and finally, of perpetual offering, as ransom 
for the souls imprisoned in purgatory, as expiation for sinners who 
dishonor It, and as a powerful supplication for the dying. 

The means of obtaining these ends is found above all in uniting 
one’s intention to that of every Mass celebrated throughout the uni- 
verse during the twenty-four hours, and in offering the Blood of the 
Chalice for special intentions, to obtain the abundant application of the 
merits of this Divine Blood. This may be done by the morning offering, 
made at the time of rising, in some appropriate words such as the follow- 
ing: “Eternal Father, I unite myself with all the Holy Masses to be said 
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today throughout the world, and I offer them to Thee for the glori- 
fication of the Precious Blood, for the conversion of sinners, the sancti- 
fication of the just, the relief of the holy souls in purgatory, and the 
salvation of the dying.” This same offering can be made at the time 
of retiring at night. It is also a most laudable practice to adore the 
last drops of the Redeeming Blood at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
saying, “Jesus has shed all His Blood for love of us and has died on 
the Cross. Let us adore Him with thanksgiving!” Or, “Blessing and 
thanksgiving be to Jesus, who by His Blood has saved us!” Special 
homage may be rendered to the Precious Blood by a daily aspiration 
or prayer made in honor of Its seven great effusions, namely: 1) the 
Circumcision, 2) the Agony in the Garden of Olives, 3) the Scourging 
at the pillar, 4) the Crowning with Thorns, 5) the Bearing of the Cross, 
6) the Crucifixion, and 7) the Piercing of the Sacred Side. 


The Eucharistic Blood 


But of all means of honoring the Precious Blood, the most power- 
ful is to be present often, daily if possible, at the Divine Sacrifice of 
the Mass, accordingly as the duties of our state of life permit, and to 
receive Holy Communion in reparation and thanksgiving. According 
to St. John Chrysostom, the Precious Blood mystically flows on the 
altar at every Holy Mass. A commentator on the words of the saint 
says, “At the Mass the hands of Our Lord are invisibly wounded, His 
feet pierced, His Side opened and His Blood flows. By contrition we — 
can appropriate to ourselves infinite merits. We can also do so by 
our longing, by Holy Communion, but above all by assisting at Mass; 
for at Mass by the words of Consecration the priest draws from Our 
Lord’s Side Divine Blood, that It may flow for the remission of our 
sins, our purification and sanctification.” 

When the priest offers up the holy Victim, the Precious Blood is 
mystically shed over the souls of the faithful present and of those for 
whom It is offered, who are purified and embellished by It. It makes 
them prolific in good works, helps them in their weakness, and pro- 
duces effects proportionate to the dispositions of each. It tries to touch 
the hardened hearts of sinners and offers pardon and grace to all. 

St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi says: “The soul that receives the 
Divine Blood becomes beautiful as if it were clothed in precious gar- 
ments. It is so beautful that if you could see it you would feel in- 
clined to worship it.” 

The feast of the Precious Blood should direct our attention most 
especially to the Eucharistic Blood in Sacrament and Sacrifice. This 
special purpose of the feast is evident from the prayer which the Church 
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offers officially and in which we should all join: “O Almighty and 
everlasting God, who didst appoint Thine only-begotten Son Redeemer 
of the world, and hast willed to be appeased by His Blood, grant unto 
us, we beseech Thee, so to venerate with solemn worship the Price of 
our Redemption, and by Its power be so defended against the evils of 
this life, that we may enjoy the fruit thereof forevermore in heaven.” 


Throughout the liturgical year we adore Christ in the various mys- 
teries of the Incarnation and Redemption. On this day we honor the 
glorified Redeemer and His Blood. The feast of the Precious Blood is 
the feast of the Lamb who is adored by angels and saints forever in 
heaven, by all the-members of the Mystical Body on earth, and by 
. the souls in purgatory. Wherefore, it is a joyous feast, the feast of 
Christ triumphant. The Postcommunion prayer asks that we who have 
been permitted to approach the Holy Table may draw waters with joy 
from the fountains of the Savior, and that the Blood of Christ may be - 
to us a fountain of water springing up unto life everlasting. 

Devotion to the Precious Blood goes back to the earliest days of 
the Church’s existence, as is proved by the texts of the Mass, which are 
taken chiefly from the Epistles of St. Paul and the Gospel and Apoca- 
lypse of St. John. 

On account of the prominence assigned by the Apostles themselves 
to the Blood of Christ, as the instrument and price of our Redemption, 
and as the cause of the triumphs of the blessed in heaven, this devotion 
is pre-eminently called the “Devotion of the Elect.” At the Consecration 
of the Chalice, the priest uses these words: “For this is the Chalice of 
My Blood, of the new and eternal testament, the Mystery of Faith, which 
shall be shed for you and for many for the remission’ of sins.” The 
words “for you and for many” imply that the fruits of the Precious 
Blood are not applied to all, because all men do not reach out for 
them and co-operate with the proffered graces. Who of us does not 
want to belong to those for whom the Precious Blood is mystically 
shed each morning at Mass? Let us, then, venerate the Precious Blood 
and make use of the graces It has purchased for us, that we may be- 
long to the number of the elect. Let us show ourselves worthy of the 
blessed estate which awaits us, by the practice here below of the hymn 
which we are to sing throughout eternity in heaven: “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive Power and Divinity, and Wisdom and 
Strength, and Honor and Glory and Benediction.” But above all, 
let us during our earthly sojourn strive to show ourselves properly 
grateful for ‘those gifts through which we may attain to the celebration 
of His praise in the eternal kingdom. 
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The Blessed Virgin’s Gift 
[Ree 

N THE Office of Our Lady of Mount Carmel we 
read these beautiful and consoling words: | “Jnduit 
nos Genitrix Domini vestimentis salutis — The 
Mother of God hath clothed us with the garment 
of salvation.” Such indeed is the Scapular of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, which was brought to us 
from heaven by Mary herself, when she appeared 
to St. Simon Stock and gave him the Scapular as a sign of predilec- 
tion, making at the same time the wonderful promise that no one who 
dies devoutly wearing it shall suffer eternal flames. Yes, in very 
truth, the Scapular is a “Garment of Salvation,” referring to which 
the Blessed Claude de la Columbiere has written these immortal words: 
“I affirm that there is no more certain sign of our predestination than 
the holy Scapular of Mount Carmel, and therefore none which we 
should esteem so highly and so perseveringly until our death. The 
Blessed Mother will obtain for us a good end, a happy death, and the 
vision of God’s love and mercy.” 

The Scapular is not the pious invention of some devout soul. It 
is Mary’s “Gift” to her children, the work of her loving hands. It is 
the pledge of innumerable graces. It is the emblem of wonderful 
privileges. We should wear it, therefore, with the greatest reverence, 
gratitude and devotion. How highly men of the world prize a decora- 
tion of honor! How proudly a citizen wears the medals of his country 
on his breast! And what is the Scapular but the distinctive mark of 
honor with which the Queen of Heaven decks her faithfiil servants, 
the insignia bestowed upon her beloved children, the token of her most 
constant and loving Heart. 

If our hearts are not cold and indifferent, we will see in the 
Scapular not merely two pieces of cloth united by strings, nor a 
simple token of our Mother’s remembrance, but it will reveal to us 
the Heart of our Mother which loves us, the glance of our Mother 
which follows us, the power of our Mother which protects us. The 
Scapular means all this to a loving child of Mary. 

In temptations, pressing the Scapular to his heart and to his lips, 
the child of Mary beseeches her help: “O my Mother, do not forsake 
me. Make haste to help me!” When his heart is crushed by the 
weight of misfortunes and bitter trials, the wearer of the Scapular 
looks at it, and with holy confidence and hope implores of Mary: 
“Help me, O Mother of Mercy, O Mother. of Love!” The dying per- 
son, in the terrible moments on which hang the salvation of his soul, 
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takes the Scapular into his hands, kisses it and bedews it with his 
tears, and pleads that he may not be forsaken in this last extremity, 
and Mary seems to answer: “I am here. I bless thee, fear not, I will 
receive thy soul.” Thus reassured, the dying man peacefully expires. 

Yes, the Scapular is a pledge of Mary’s love, a revelation of her 
Immaculate Heart, the Heart of a Mother, gentle and tender, overflow- 
ing with love and affection deeper than that of all other mothers, for 
she has given birth to thousands and millions of children at the foot 
of the Cross, and her Mother’s Heart cannot resist the supplications 
of any one of them. 

The promise accompanying the gift of the Scapular is so great that 
were it not Mary’s own words, we could scarcely believe it, Mary well 
knows all the dangers we must overcome in this valley of tears, all 
our weakness and malice, and how the devil seizes every opportunity 
to drag us to perdition. The Scapular is a sign of her love and power, 
a pledge of her goodness and fidelity, a promise that she will forever 
crush under her heel the head of the wicked one who seeks our eter- 
nal destruction. 

Behold, then, the Scapular! We have but to accept it from our 
Mother’s hands, through a priest empowered to confer it, to clothe 
ourselves with it, to wear it with devotion and constantly until death, 
and we are assured of salvation. 

Yet this is not all Mary promises. There is stil] another wonder- 
ful privilege granted by our most compassionate Mother, who lavishes 
graces and favors without number on her children. It is known 
as the Sabbatine Privilege. About fifty years after her apparition to 
St. Simon Stock, the Blessed Virgin appeared to Pope John XXII 
and promised him that she would assist and console the children of 
Carmel detained in purgatory and also speedily release them on the 
first Saturday after their death. “I will,” she said, “as their tender 
Mother descend in the midst of purgatory at least on the Saturday 
after their death, and I will deliver them and bring them to the holy 
mountain, in the happy sojourn of life eternal.” 


Conditions for Gaining This Second Privilege 
The Blessed Virgin made the following conditions for gaining this 
_ privilege :— : 
1. Chastity must be observed according to each one’s state of life. 


2. The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin must be recited daily, in 
Latin or in the vernacular. Priests or other persons who recite the 
Divine Office fufil this condition. Those who are unable to pray the 
Office may obtain permission from a duly authorized priest to substitute 
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some other prayer or good work, such as the Rosary, or seven Our 
Fathers and Hail Marys. 

Those who do not know how to read must, instead of saying the 
Office, keep the fast days of the Church and abstain from meat on Wed- 
nesday and Saturday of every week, except on any festival which dis- 
penses from fasting. If one is unable to fulfil this second condition, 
it may be commuted to some other good work, such as the recitation of 
the Rosary daily, by any confessor or priest who has the faculty to do 
so. 

What a manifestation of our Mother’s Heart is this second privi- 
lege! How unfathomable are the depths of its love! Picture the ex- 
cruciating torments of purgatory. The holy souls can do nothing to 
help themselves, their sufferings can be relieved only by others... and 
these souls have a tender Mother who sees their pain. This Mother is 
Mary, who by grace is all-powerful to aid them. How can we doubt 
the Sabbatine Privilege, whose authenticity has been approved and 
confirmed by no less than six Popes and accepted in the solemn Office 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel? 

In addition other wonderful privileges are extended to the wearer 
of the Scapular by which he is entitled to gain many plenary and par- 
tial indulgences, especially on the feasts of Our Blessed Mother, and 
of the saints of the Order of Carmel. During the month of July a 
plenary indulgence may be gained under the usual conditions on the 
feast of the Visitation; July 2; on the Solemn Commemoration of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16, for each visit to a Carmelite Church; 
on the feast of St. Elias, Prophet, Founder and Father of Carmel, 
July 20; and on the feast of St. Anne, the Mother of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, July 26. 

It is required for these indulgences that a visit be made to a Car- 
melite church. However, holy Mother Church, recognizing that this 
would be impossible for many, has given an indult that if there is no 
such church within a mile from one’s home, the visit may be made to 
the parish church. 

Among the many partial indulgences to be gained by a wearer of 
the Scapular is to be noted the indulgence of 500 days each time one 
devoutly kisses the Scapular, provided one is in the state of grace. 

Finally, those who become*members of Carmel by receiving the 
Scapular and having’ their names. enrolled in the Confraternity, par- 
ticipate in all the good works of the religious of this Order and in all 
the merits and good works of all the associated members in the different 
confraternities throughout the world. 
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Our Eucharistic King Takes Possession of 


His New Sanctuary in Kansas City 
* enfronfoenfoe 
NOTHER memorable date has been inscribed in the 
annals of the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration of Clyde, Missouri, and particu- 
larly those of the Kansas City branch of the Congre- 
gation, namely, May 17, 1949 — the date of the Dedi- 
cation of the permanent Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 
It was an occasion of special joy and gratitude for all who parti- 
cipated in the sacred and historic ceremonies, but particularly for the 
Most Rev. Edwin V. O’Hara, Bishop of Kansas City, who beheld in 
it the realization of one of his heart’s dearest desires, and for the 
Superiors and Sisters of our Congregation, for whom it meant the glori- 
ous crowning of many months of labor, anxiety, prayer and suffering. 
Preliminary to the opening of the permanent convent and chapel 
there were many weeks of strenuous labor, which often continued far 
into the night, and it was with heroic self-sacrifice that the adorers 
continued their unbroken vigils day and night before the Blessed Sac- 
rament. Perhaps never more truly was Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
for them the “Bread of the Strong,” sustaining them and sweetening 
their labors and sacrifices with a deep interior joy. 
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* The charity and ever-ready helpfulness of many friends in Kansas , 


City likewise did much to lighten the Sisters’ burdens, and brought them 
much edification and consolation. To all who lent their assistance we 
wish to extend most sincere thanks in the name of our Kansas City 
community, as well as in the name of our entire Congregation. At the 
same time we wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude also to all our 
kind friends and readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” who helped 
us by their prayers and the fruits of their labors and sacrifices to 
erect this sanctuary of perpetual adoration for our Eucharistic Savior. 
We wish to assure one and all of our fervent prayers of gratitude 
and our petition to our Eucharistic Lord to bless them and their fami- 
lies and to repay them in His own bountiful way. 

On Saturday and Sunday, May 7 and 8, the convent was opened 
to the public, and it was estimated that more than six thousand persons, 
of all faiths, visited the monastic quarters of the Benedictine Sisters 
to express their neighborly good will and interest, and no doubt also 
to penetrate into that intriguing secret of life within cloister walls. . 
It may have been the occasion also, under God’s providence,’ of ‘correct-' 
ing false preconceived notions, and even of breaking down prejudice 
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and establishing cordial relations where this might not have become 
possible otherwise. 

A most impressive and memorable step in the transfer of the com- 
munity to its new home was the removal of the Blessed Sacrament on 
the preceding Sunday afternoon, and the inauguration of the Perpetual 
Adoration at the new sanctuary. A solemn escort was formed by one 
hundred automobiles, under the auspices of the Eucharistic Guard of the 
Knights of Columbus, five hundred of whom took part. By special 
arrangement, a right of way was granted our Eucharistic King and 
His cortege, so that the procession passed without any stop or inter- 
ruption from the old convent to the new — a distance of about twenty 
blocks. The Chaplain of the Kansas City convent, carrying the cus- 
todia which contained the Sacred Host, rode in the front seat of the 
first car. In the rear seat were the Mother Prioress General of our 
Congregation and the Mother Prioress of the Kansas City Community, 
who guarded the perpetual light and the empty ciborium, and for 
whom the auto became temporarily an adoration chapel. The follow- 
ing cars brought other members of the community and Knights of the 
Eucharistic Guard. 

Arrived at their destination, the procession, led by cross-bearer 
and acolytes, reverently wended its way up the walk which runs diag- 
onally on a gradual incline from the foot of the knoll] to the convent 
entrance, and passed through the corridor of the convent to a small 
chapel dedicated to Our Sorrowful Mother, adjoining the unfinished 
adoration chapel. There the Blessed Sacrament was exposed on the 
altar, and Benediction given, after which the Prioress General took her 
place on the priedieu and initiated the perpetual adoration in the new 
sanctuary. This was a moment of supreme joy for Reverend Mother 
and all the Sisters. 

During the interim, some Sisters had remained in adoration at the 
little temporary chapel on Rockhill Road, until a telephone message 
announced that the Blessed Sacrament had been exposed at the new 
convent, when a priest who had remained there for that purpose re- 
posed the Sacred Host. The departure from the temporary convent, 
which had endeared itself to them during the five and a half years of 
their residence there, and especially from the small temporary chapel, 
was not made without regret, and brought to the Sisters a vivid reali- 
zation of the proverb that joy and sorrow are twin sisters. 

The high altar in the permanent chapel was blessed on May 16th, 
and the first Holy Mass offered upon it. 


On May 17th, the Most Rev. Joseph Marling, c.pp.s., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Kansas City, officiated at the Dedication of the Adoration 
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Chapel. Commencing at 9:30 A.M., the inspiring rite lasted nearly 
an hour. The singing of the Chants for this and for all the ceremonies 
of the morning was beautifully rendered by four Monks of the Bene- 
dictine Abbey of the Immaculate Conception, Conception, Missouri, and 
a group of students from the Abbey Seminary. 

The Pontifical High Mass which followed the ceremony of dedica- 
tion was celebrated by the Most Rev. Charles H. Le Blond, Bishop of 
St. Joseph, in whose diocese the Motherhouse of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration is located, with the Rev. Kevin McGonigle, 
0.S.B., of Conception Abbey, Chaplain of the Sisters’ convent in Kan- 
sas City, as Deacon, and the Rev. Bernard Sause, 0.S.B., of St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, as Subdeacon. His Eminence, Samuel Car- 
dina] Stritch of Chicago, presided at the throne, and was the principal 
speaker of the occasion. This was the first time a Prince of the Church 
presided at any liturgical function in Kansas City, and the Bishop of 
the diocese no less than the Sisters deeply appreciated the honor con- 
ferred by His Eminence. 

As the Chapel is dedicated to the Holy Spirit, the Votive Mass of 
the Holy Spirit was sung. It seemed almost like Pentecost when the 
chanters intoned the /ntroit — “Spiritus Domini replevit orbem terra- 
rum — the Spirit of the Lord hath filled the whole earth...” and the 
celebrant and his assistants, in flaming red vestments, commenced the 
prayers at the foot of the altar. The liturgical drapes hung in the seven 
arches encircling the sanctuary corresponded with the color of the 
vestments, and the floral decorations — red roses and white gladioli — 
were likewise in harmony with the liturgical colors. 

Besides the Most Rev. Edwin V. O’Hara, Bishop of Kansas City, 
and his Auxiliary Bishop, the Most Rev. Joseph Marling, and the 
Most Rev. Charles H. Le Blond, Bishop of St. Joseph, the occasion 
was honored by the presence of the Most Rev. Gerald Bergan, Arch- 
bishop of Omaha, the Most Rev. Eugene McGuinness, Bishop of Okla- 
homa City, and the Most Rev. George J. Donnelly, Bishop of Kansas 
City, Kansas; also by four Benedictine Abbots: The Rt. Rev. Philip 
Ruggle and the Rt. Rev. Stephen Schappler, retired Abbot and Co- 
adjutor Abbot respectively, of Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri; 
the Rt. Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, Abbot of St. Benedict’s Abbey, At- 
chison, Kansas; and the Rt. Rev. Gerald Benkert, Abbot of Marmion 
Abbey, Aurora, Illinois. 

Present also were twenty Monsignori of the Diocese, one hundred 
and ten priests of various religious orders and the secular clergy, and 
eighty Sisters representing the various Sisterhoods in the city. Forty- 
five members of the Eucharistic Guard of the Knights of Columbus, in 
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Scene during the Pontifical’ High Mass of Dedication 


full regalia, formed a Guard of Honor to His Eminence in the procession of prelates 
and clergy to and from the chapel, and offered a solemn salute to their King at 
the Elevation of the Mass and again at the Benediction which followed the Mass. 
Most of these men have faithfully kept an hour of nocturnal adoration monthly 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the small temporary chapel since the 
beginning of 1944, and it was fitting that they should, in a body, pay a public 
tribute of honor to their Divine King. 

His Eminence was attended by two Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, in the 
white uniform of that distinguished Order, and also by six prominent business 
and professional men of Kansas City, Knights of St. Gregory, not in official uni- 
form. A large crowd of two thousand friends from Kansas City and. elsewhere 
filled the remaining space in the chapel and overflowed onto the sidewalks and ad- 
joining grounds. Loud speakers had been installed, so that the ceremonies and 
the addresses carried also to those outside. 
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After the Gospel of the Mass, His Eminence stepped before the 
microphone and delivered a most inspiring address, the text of which 
follows this article. At the end of the Mass, before exposing the 
Blessed Sacrament and giving Benediction, Bishop O’Hara also briefly 
addressed the assembly. Afterwards he imparted the first Benediction 
in the permanent chapel and placed the Most Blessed Sacrament on the 
exposition throne. 

The four bells in the 100-foot tower, donated by a kind bene- 
factor, gave forth their joyous tones fcr the first time on this day — first 
at the end of the dedication ceremony, then at the Elevation of the 
Mass, and again when the Sacred Host was placed on the exposition 
throne at the close of Benediction. Henceforth their melodious tones 
will frequently rise above the din of traffic on the busy thoroughfares 
below, to announce ‘the hours of Divine service, to sound the Angelus 
morning, noon and evening, and to signal during the day the beginning 
of each new hour of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, 
when all the members of the community pause for a few moments to 
make a Spiritual Communion. 

Vespers was sung for the first time in the new Adoration Chapel 
in the afternoon of the opening day, and Benediction was given a second 
time. Compline, Matins and Lauds followed later. Exposition and 
adoration was contihued there throughout the day and night, and a 
newly-formed group of lay adorers (the 37th of such groups) kept a 
Holy Hour from 9 to 10 P. M. But after the celebration of Holy Mass 
and Benediction the following morning, the Blessed Sacrament had to 
be removed to the Sorrowful Mother Chapel once more, where the 
Divine services and the Perpetual Adoration will be conducted until 
the Adoration Chapel is completed. This will require some weeks, as ~ 
a plasterers’ strike and marble-setting delay had retarded the work. 

Meanwhile the lay adorers, singly and in groups, have already 
started to come in greater numbers and the new sanctuary gives promise 
of becoming a “mecca” of Eucharistic devotion, and hence a fountain 
of blessings not only to its immediate surroundings but to the whole 
Church and to the world at large, and at the same time a powerful means 
of extending the Kingdom of the Eucharistic Christ, as forecast by 
Cardinal Stritch in his inspiring address. 

Although the longed-for day now seems far distant when the 
Adoration Chapel may be consecrated, and so become in the most per- 
fect sense a “house of God and gate of heaven,” we hope that the Holy 
Spirit will inspire kind friends and benefactors to hasten that day by 
helping to remove the great obstacle to its accomplishment — the heavy 
burden of indebtedness that rests upon it. May we beg the fervent 


the Hierarchy, Clergy, and various Orders 
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prayers of our dear readers to this end, and also such financial assist- 
ance as you may be willing and able to give, for the love of Him who 
is Everlasting Love? 


Address by His Eminence, Samuel 
Cardinal Stritch 


Heke 


T IS a privilege which all of us here enjoy this morning 
in taking part in the dedication of this Chapel of Per- 
petual Adoration. Sometimes we go to dedicate orphan- 
ages, or homes for the aged, schools, or churches, and 
in each of these acts of dedication we draw near to God. 
But it seems that this morning, on the feast of St. Paschal 

Baylon, as we gather here for the dedication of this Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration, we are doing something that is so evidently, so patently an 
answer to the world of our times in its struggles and miseries, that 
in future days this function will be recorded and men will say that 
we, in taking part in this dedication, once again in clarion voices 
sounded the Gospel of Christ to a world that needed the peace and the 
consolation of that Gospel. 

For after all, here this morning our thoughts are centered upon 
what the function of this Chapel, served by these good nuns, will be 
here in the diocese of Kansas City. Its function will not be spectacular. 
Its function will be a very quiet function. But nevertheless its function 
will be one of the more important things in the life of this diocese 
through years to come. For here men will come to visit their Sacra- 
mental Lord. They will kneel here in the Sacred Presence and they 
will contemplate in their minds, consciously or unconsciously, the mean- 
ing of that name which the prophet applied to our Blessed Savior — 
EMMANUEL — God with us. For, in the blessed providence and 
the economy of our Blessed Savior there are few things that are more 
stupendous, as Father Faber says, than the fact that He left Himself 
to usin the Blessed Sacrament, to dwell in our tabernacles, to be the 
Victim in the Mass, and to come to us to be the Food of our souls. 

When we try to probe with human minds the depth of the love 
our Blessed Savior expressed for our souls in the institution of the 
Bjessed Sacrament, we ‘stand face to face with mystery. For after all 
it.cannot even be explained by saying He comes here to dwell for our 

e. For there is a deeper thing in that love and it is the perfect love 
of God. For He sought the salvation of our souls in His love for His 

Father who is in heaven, and to give Himself to be with us. 
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How often, as children, when we read the stories of the New Testa- 
ment there came into us:the longing to have been present and to have 
listened to the Blessed Master; to have seen Him with our own eyes; 
to have conversed with Him. But the Blessed Master IS with us. With 
the eyes of faith we see Him, we converse with Him. And over and 
over again He tells us the selfsame things that He told during His mor- 
tal life in His sacred ministry. 


One can almost — knowing the mystery — understand that if our 
Blessed Savior had left us the Church, the sacraments, the teaching of 
the Church, the regimen in the Church, and had not left His living 
Presence in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar, it would have been so 
much easier to forget; it would have been so much easier not to be 
mindful of the living truth of the Gospel. ‘ But He left Himself to us 
here in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar to be our -guide and to be 
God-with-Us; to be a Man, that we may, as we know, come to Him in 
our trials and troubles, come to Him with our petitions and receive that 
strength which is in us because we know that He is here in the taber- 
nacle, here in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar for us and for our 
souls. 

There is no more marvelous manifestation of the love of the 
Sacred Heart than this manifestation; for as one of our great spiritual 
writers says: “We measure the greatness of the love of the works of 
God by the condescension of God in His works.” And certainly there 
is no condescension on the part of God conceivably greater than the 
condescension of our Blessed Savior in remaining present in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the altar. And as we come here and kneel in His Sacred 
Presence, come sometimes just after walking in a world that knows 
Him not, we come here with the spirit of adoration that is in us, to 
adore God. The first obligation that falls upon a man as a man is to 
adore his God. It isn’t just by chance that the worship of God was 
made a part of the first commandment. The very possession of intellect 
and will, the very fact of human versati!’ty, imposes upon every man 
the duty to worship his God — and to worship his God not merely in 
secret, not merely in his private life, but to worship his God as a social 
being, in human society. 

Oh, how often in our day do we see men trying to crowd the wor- 
ship of God into their private life. They want to worship God as in- 
dividuals, they say; but as beings made by God to live in society, social 
beings —they do not worship that way. They do not make the worship 
of God a..part of social life; they say it has no place in public life. 
In fact, they have become .so secularized in their thinking that they 
look upon public life as something apart from God, apart from religion. 
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So there came even into, the lives of many Christians in these later years 
a dualism. In their private lives they sought to worship God; in their 
public lives they acted as if there were no God, and in public they: 
forgot justice and charity. They forgot their brotherhood in Jesus 
Christ. And then came the confusion, out of which there eventually 
came the aberrations and the tragedies and the miserable philosophies 
of our times, 

And what is the answer? The answer: to gather around the 
Blessed Sacrament, and in the presence of the living Christ to worship 
and adore, publicly, and to ask that the day will come when the human 
race will gather around our Blessed Savior exposed upon our altars, 
and gathering there, come to know and understand the way of peace 
and the unity of brotherhood that is in human society. 

And if we come to dwell for a moment of our busy lives, for an 
hour here in this chapel, in the presence of our Blessed Savior, it will 
come to our minds that He instituted the Blessed Sacrament as a me- 
morial of His Passion. “Do this in commemoration of Me.” His very 
presence here in the tabernacle is to make us, day after day in our 
lives, always mindful of the fact that He died for us and for all men 
— a death that is Redemption. : 

And as we contemplate the sufferings of our Blessed Savior on 
Calvary, it becomes clear to our mind that the real evil in the world 
is sin. The real evil in the world is the fact that man offends his God. 
That is the thing that brought about Calvary, and that is the thing that 
brings about the miseries and the sufferings in the world today. Men 
do not think of that. They do not think that their aberrations are 
ultimately due to sin, and the big thing for them to understand is SIN 
as you see sin in the sufferings and death of our Blessed Savior. 

And kneeling in the presence of our Blessed Savior, there comes 
to us meditating on His Passion, the understanding of what it means 
to make reparation. We cannot satisfy for sins. Only our Blessed 
Savior can satisfy for sins. But we can offer our reparation in union 
with His sufferings and death on the Cross, and in some way we can 
express our love of God. It is this work of reparation that is the ap- 
peal of this chapel of Perpetual Adoration, inviting us to come here 
and to give an answer to the world by making reparation and offering 
that reparation with our Blessed Savior for the sins of men. It is a 
wondrous mystery that our reparation will be accepted, but it is a fact, 
and a fact of our faith. And more and more our Holy Father is calling 
out to us for reparation, for prayer for the sins of men. We do not 
answer the hatred of the world with hatred, — that hatred that is di- 
viding the world, the hatred that is corrupting the world today. We 
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do not hate our enemies any more than our Blessed Savior hated His 
enemies. We answer all that with prayer, and with the prayer of rep- 
aration in union wth the Sacred Heart of Jesus. And who knows the 
strength and the reach of the works of reparation that will be offered 
up here in this chapel? how many souls will be converted? how 
many consolations will descend into human hearts? 


When we think of the conversion of St. Paul, it all came so sud- 
denly. It came like a flash of lightning. There was apparently no hu- 
man preparation for it. How often that has happened in the history 
of the world, and it can happen again. And that is a thing that in 
reparation we are praying for these days before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed upon our altars. We are praying for the enemies of 
the Church. We are praying for that which will satisfy the love of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We are praying for souls. And as we kneel 
here, we bow before our Eucharistic King. He invites us to come. He 
invites us to pray, to consecrate ourselves to Him and in some peculiar 
way He is the Eucharistic King in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 
We take Him in the Sacred Host and place Him in the monstrance, and 
the monstrance we place upon a throne; and, as it were, He Eucharistic- 
ally sits upon the throne of our altar, and we come and kneel before 
Him and offer Him our faculties and consecrate ourselves to Him. For 

‘He is the King of the world. He is the King of men’s minds because 
He is the Truth. He is the King of men’s wills because He is the Good. 
He is the King of men’s emotions, men’s hearts, because He is Love it- 
self, the only sort of love that can completely satisfy the human heart. 
But as King, being put upon His throne on our altars, He looks out up- 
on this world of darkness, and that world is His. In His Passion and 
Death He gained a right to that world. He is the King of that world. 
He is the King, not only in an eternal way; He is King of all creation, 
the First-born of all men. And that is His kingdom. “My kingdom is 
not of this world.” No; because supernaturally He seeks to bring men 
into a kingdom that will last forever, which is His kingdom. But He is 

_ the King, and al] men belong to Him, and He invites us to assist Him 

in conquering, with the weapon of truth,and the weapon of charity, 
all the kingdom that is His by right of Redemption. 


And so there comes to us in this Chapel of Perpetual Adoration that 
love of souls for the Sacred Heart of Jesus; that yearning to go out and 
to bring souls into the kingdom of Christ; that realization that the 
kingdom of Christ must be furthered in some real way by our efforts, 
by our prayers, by our mortificatiofts, by our zeal. There comes the 
spirit of the lay apostle into each and every one of us, and we pledge 
in consecration to our King, here in this Chapel of Perpetual Adora- 
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tion, ourselves for the furtherance of His Kingdom through the years. 
Here He will not only speak to individual souls; He will speak to the 
souls of all men. He will cry out: “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.” He will see the folly of men in trying to build their systems 
without God; the stupidity of men in trying to get away from the 
realities of life and indulging in gilded rhetorical nothings. 

And He will in some sense ask us to. help Him to make the world 
understand. that there is but one Savior. On the first Good Friday 
morning, Pilate led the blood-stained, thorn-crowned Christ out before 
the multitude of the Jews and in derision said: ‘Behold your King!’ 
We today must lead that selfsame thorn-crowned, blood-stained Christ 
out before the whole world and challengingly cry out: “Behold your 
King! There is no other King! There is no other way to peace, no 
other way to life!” 

Here in this Chapel of Perpetual Adoration through the years 
something will happen in men that will make the Church to grow, that 
will intensify Catholic life in this diocese; that will bring peace and 
consolation to the people and the priests and the bishops of this diocese. 

We are glad to be here this morning, to have this chance of taking 
part in this dedication. We are glad to be able to unite ourselves with 
the Bishop in offering this chapel, this church, to God. We are glad 
because we know we are here without any hiding of realities; here - 
without any minimizing of the truth. We tell the world that there is 
only one place where men will find salvation and there is only one 
place where society will find the beginning of the solution of its prob- 
lems, and that is kneeling before the Monstrance on our altars. 


Remarks by the Most Reverend Edwin V. 0’Hara 


OOo Oe 


T IS fitting, before we expose the Blessed Sacrament pub- 
licly on the altar here in this Perpetual Adoration Shrine 
of the Holy Spirit, that I should first thank His Emi- 
nence in the name of the Benedictine Sisters and in the _ 
name of our clergy and myself, for his great kindness 
in coming to preside on this wonderful occasion in our 

bi diocese, and in preaching that beautiful sermon which 
touched our hearts with the love of our Divine Savior in the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

It is indeed a great honor done to the diocese, when His Emi- 
nence, the Cardinal of Chicago, comes among us, because of the distinc- 
tion he has received from the Holy Father; and in his personal close- 
ness. to the Holy Father, we feel that with his coming he has brought 
the Holy Father’s own presence among us. We revere the sacred 
college of Cardinals because of their closeness to the Vicar of Christ. 
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He has spoken to us words which we will long remember, and his name 
will be recorded indeed in the history of this Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration. But I am sure that more important to him will be the fact 
that his very desires and intentions and his life work for religion, not 
only in his own great archdiocese but throughout the country, will be 
kept enshrined in the hearts of the Sister-adorers as they daily come 
here before the Blessed Sacrament. 

It is a great joy, Your Eminence, that you have brought to us 
in giving dignity to this occasion by your presence. 


His Excellency also expressed his appreciation to each of the other 
prelates for their presence and participation, and to all who had come 
to attend the ceremonies, and then continued: — 


Another Milestone 


“This is the victory that overcomes the world — our Faith.” These 
are the words of the aged St. John the Apostle, as he looked out upon 
his episcopal see of Ephesus in his old age. As a boy, as a very young 
man, at the Last Supper when the Sacrament and the Sacrifice of the 
Eucharist were established, he had the privilege of laying his head on 
the breast of the Divine Master and of drinking in the knowledge and 
the love of that Sacred Heart. And as the years passed he had seen 
the Apostles divide and go out into the other nations — some into the 
frozen regions of the North; others into what was then the inaccessible 
East; others across the southern desert. And he had witnessed Sts. 
Peter and Paul turn their faces resolutely to the West and plant the 
Cross of Christ andthe banner of the Eucharist in every populous city 
from Jerusalem to Rome. 

And seeing this spread of the Faith of His Divine Master, he cried 
out in holy exultation: “This is the victory that overcomes the world: 
our Faith.” 

As the centuries have gone on, new, milestones have been erected 
wherever the Cross of Christ is erected and the banner of the Holy Eu- 
charist is set up. And today again a new milestone has been set up 
in our midst — a milestone in the Diocese of Kansas City, with the 
erection here of this Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit for the perpetual 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. A milestone in the history of the 
Benedictine Sisters, because here again they have extended the domain 
of their zeal and their love. From their Motherhouse at Clyde they 
thought they had established, perhaps, the limit of their work in open- 
ing their sanctuary in the Archdiocese of Chicagoeat Mundelein. And 
then as the years passed they went out to Tucson and established 
there a shrine of Perpetual Adoration, and here now is a fourth ‘house 
of Perpetual Adoration, a fourth tabernacle of man with God, estab- 
lished by their zeal and their wonderful spirit of love for the Blessed 
Eucharist. It is indeed another milestone in the progress of the Bene- 
dictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration and of their devotion to Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

It ‘is a milestone in the lives of the clergy of this diocese and of 
the bishops, because here we have set aside especially this house and 
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this sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, and here month after month 
the clergy of the diocese, in different groups perhaps, will come for 
their monthly recollection. That certainly will be close to the Heart 
of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament — of Our Lord here on the altar, 
to have gathered round Him those who are so close to Him, those to 
whom He has given the power to consecrate and to bring Him here 
personally on the altar. Month after month as the years go on, we 
can foresee the clergy of the diocese taking advantage of this place 
for hours of recollection. 

For our beloved laymen and laywomen and youths it is a mile- 
stone in their lives. You come here day and night to pay your love 
and your devotion to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, 


“Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast, 

But sweeter far Thy face to see 
And in Thy Presence rest.” 


This is the thought of the adorers who come here — men and 
women and youths — that here in the silence and the quiet of this sanc- 
tuary they will open their hearts to Our Lord Himself. And here in 
that hour of recollection they will find their. consecration and their 
dedication to the Catholic Action. They will find the spirit of the 
apostolate, as His Eminence told us a few moments ago, the spirit of 
the lay apostolate, develop in these hours of recollection. 

It will indeed be a milestone in the lives of our people. And 
those who come may be sure that the motto which is impressed on the 
entrance to this chapel will be more and more realized through their 
devotion: THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED. That 
is the motto of the Benedictine Sisters. It is the prayer of everyone 
who kneels before the Blessed Sacrament. That it may not be mere- 
ly, Christ, yesterday, today, and the same forever, but Christ realized 
in all His creation, human.and material; that we may be freed from 
secularism and may see God in His works: That in all things God may 
be glorified. 


“This is the victory that overcomes the werld: our Faith!” 


I see His Blood upon the rose, 
And in the stars the glory of His eyes. 
His Body gleams beneath the eternal snows, 
His tears fall from the skies. 
I see His face in every flower, 
The thunder and the singing of the birds 
are but His voice. 
And, carven by His power, 
Rocks are His written words. 
All pathways by His feet are trodden, 
His strong Heart stirs the ever-beating sea. 
His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn, 
His Cross is every tree. 


“This is the victory that overcomes the world: our Faith!” - 
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St. Anne, Model of 
Christian Piety 


oL-ethe-tie 


E celebrate on July 26 the feast of Saint Anne. 
The Church holds out this great saint as a model 
of Christian piety, and in the Epistle of the Mass 
extols her many virtues. The Romans of old 
regarded piety as the perfect co-ordination of 
all the virtues, and such it is in truth, Piety 
exercises and manifests itself in the. meritorious 
accomplishment of one’s duties of state. None 

better than Saint Anne has understood this truth and put it into 

practice. 

Saint Anne, like most mothers, came unheralded upon earth, ful- 
filled in silence, work and virtue, her role of spouse and mother, and 
left the world without ostentation. The Gospel, which needs but a single 
word to exalt an individual to the pinnacle of glory, says nothing of 
Saint Anne, the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary and grandmother 
of the Messias. It does not even mention her name. A careful peru- 
sal of the New Testament reveals no word nor allusion to Saint Anne. 
It is only the Christian generations which have treasured in their hearts 
and deeply impressed in their memories a few facts about this valiant 
woman who, by the sanctity of her life and by the splendor of her 
virtues, won the honor of becoming the mother of the purest and noblest 
creature who ever lived, the august and venerated mother of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Here is the Tradition: Born at Bethlehem of the royal family of 
David and of the sacerdotal race of Aaron, by the union of Machan, 
her father, with Mary, daughter of the tribe of Juda, Saint Anne would 
have had the right of living in the royal palace and of occupying the 
splendid apartments reserved for the priests at the approach of the 
temple in the holy City. But on account of reverses of fortune, she 
was forced to renounce this honor and live in retirement with her par- 
ents in the town of Bethlehem until her marriage with Joachim. 

This union proved: to be a truly holy and blessed one, for never 
were husband and wife more compatible with each other. Anne and 
Joachim had the same preferences, the same inclinations. . Their 
thoughts, their desires, their aspirations tended only to the glory of 
God and to the relief of the misery they found around them. They 
were happy. But a painful cross was laid on their shoulders, for God 
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did not make fruitful their union. This was looked upon as a humiliat- 
ing disgrace by the Jews and as a punishment from heaven. Great was 
the sorrow of St. Anne, but she conformed herself entirely to God’s 
will and bore the heavy trial-with unutterable meekness and patience. 
She had recourse to God in her affliction, shedding at His feet the tears 
of her loving and bruised soul. Her spirit of piety, her faith in God, 
her boundless hope in His mercy and goodness, and her unchanging 
love of God sustained her in her sufferings and sanctified them. At 
length, in answer to her ardent supplications, God deigned to lift the 
cross from her and to make her the object of special Divine blessings, 
and Anne gave birth to a daughter whom she named Mary. 

With what joy she must have been filled when she learned, by 
Divine revelation, that her child’ was predestined to be the Mother of 
the Savior’of the world, and that because her Divine Maternity had 
been foreseen, God had preserved her from sin and filled her with grace 
from the very first moment of her conception. This glory, Saint Anne 
made still greater by the tender and delicate care with which she sur- 
rounded her beloved daughter. She initiated Mary into the practice 
of all the Christian virtues and of filial piety. Tradition pictures her 
with her little daughter at her knee, holding open before her the book 
of Divine Seriptures and teaching her how to read from it. . Thus did 
she exercise her eminent role of instructor and teacher. And finally, 
according to the same tradition, when Mary had been presented in the 
temple, Saint Anne, now a widow, left her home and took up her abode 
in Jerusalem. Here she gave herself up to uninterrupted contempla- 
tion, and was granted the favor of enjoying torrents of spiritual de- 
lights which are like a foretaste of the celestial joys which God lav- 
ishes upon His true servants, and which were soon to be hers for all 
eternity. “Her death,” says St. John Damascene, “was that of the 
predestined.” 

From her holy life we may derive most powerful encouragement. 
It was a humble life, filled with labors imposed upon her by the mis- 
fortune and demotion of her family, a constant struggle with adversity. 
But continuously united with God by the thoughts of her mind and 
the affections of her heart, she walked always in His presence and 
directed toward Him every act of her life. Fidelity to duty in its 
multiple forms, to duty often obscure and despised and monotonous, 
marked her whole life. Everything was well ordered and regulated, in 
accordance with the Divine will, to which she submitted whole-heartedly 
- and conformed herself in the spirit of faith and love, even in the 
midst of the greatest anxieties and contradictions. Such is the secret 
of her exalted virtue, and the point wherein we may imitate her. Never 
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has holiness been acquired in any other way than through ardent and 
continuous efforts; and this is one of the important lessons to be found 
in the life of Saint Anne. 

Let us, then, take this great saint for our model of a humble and 
resigned life. Let us imitate her in her fidelity to her duties to God, 
to the duties of her state of life, to the duties of charity and justice 
towards others, and in her correspondence with the grace of God. 
Like her, let us have a salutary fear of sin, a tender and solid piety, 
an unalterable patience in the trials of life, an ardent love which causes 
us to suffer everything in order to please God. Let us take her as 
our model in refusing to conform to the customs of the world, in brush- 
ing aside its allurements and temptations, and in her amiability of 
character. Like her, let us behold in God a loving Father, whom we 
love with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our strength; 
obeying His laws, corresponding promptly and generously with all the 
inspirations of His Divine grace, and even anticipating His holy will. 


A Letter from the Other World* 


Concluded 








Y UR greatest torture consists in knowing definitely that 
we shall never see God. How that can torment, where- 
as when still on earth one can be so indifferent about 
it! As long as a knife lies on the table, it leaves one 
cold. One sees the edge but does not feel it. But drive 
that knife into your flesh and you cry out in pain. 
We now feel the loss of God; formerly we merely saw it. 
(14) Not all souls endure equal suffering. The meaner one’s will and 
the more intense its perversity while sinning, the more keenly does one 
feel the loss of God, and the more does the creature which he abused 
choke him. Catholics whé are damned suffer more than do those of 
other beliefs, because usually they had received and rejected more 
light and. grace. One who knew more (about religion) suffers more 
keenly than one who had less knowledge. One who sinned maliciously 
endures more piercing pain than does one who fell. through frailty. 
But not one suffers more than he has deserved. Oh, that this were not 
true, so that I might have a reason to hate! 

You once told me that no one goes to hell without knowing what 
he is about. A saint was supposed to have revealed this. I laughed 
about it, but at once made it a subterfuge, saying to myself: ‘‘Then in 
an emergency there will still be enough time to swing back.’’** 

_ The statement is true. Of course, prior to my tragic death I did 
not know what hell really is. No mortal being does. But this I real- 


*From the German, by Rev. Bernard Krempel, C.P., D.D. 
**This is an -example of the sin of presumption of God’s mercy. 
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ized definitely: When you die (if you continue in your present state) 
you will pass into eternity obstinately opposed to God, and you will 
have to bear the consequences. I did not turn back, but was carried 
along, as mentioned before, by forte of habit, following the pattern 
according to which men act the more the older they grow. 

And so death overtook me. A week ago — reckoning time as you 
do — for, measured by pain, I might have been burning in hell ten years 
already yes, on Sunday, a week ago, my husband and I took a trip, 
the last one for me. The day had dawned in all its glory. I felt tip- 
top, as rarely before. A mysterious sense of happiness thrilled my 
whole being. ‘ 

On our way homeward, my husband was suddenly blinded by an 
approaching speeding car. He lost control. Jessus (Jesus)! flashed 
through my mind. Not as a prayer, merely an outcry. A crushing 
pain made me crumple; — compared with the pain I now suffer, a 
mere trifie. Then I lost consciousness. 

Strange to say, that very morning, in an unaccountable way, the 
thought had come to me: “You really could go to Mass once again.” 
It ‘was like a plea. But clearly and definitely my ‘‘No!’’ cut off that 
line of thought. “I want no more of that,’’ I said to myself. ‘“‘I’ll 
take the consequences.’’ —- I am suffering them now! 

You most likely know what happened after my death. Through 
the natural knowledge we have here, I know the fate of my husband, 
that of my mother, all that happened to my corpse and the procedure 
at my burial, even to details. Anything else that happens on earth we 
know only in a hazy manner. Thus I also see your present abode. (15) 

I awoke out of darkness the very moment I expired. I saw myself 
as if enveloped by a glaring light. It happened on the very spot where 
my corpse lay. As in a theatre when of a sudden all lights are turned 
out and the spreading curtain reveals a ghastly scene, never dreamt 
of — I saw the scene of my whole life! Asin a mirror my soul showed 
itself to me: The graces spurned from early youth up to my last ‘“‘No!” 
to God. I felt like a murderer on trial confronted with the corpse of 
his victim. Repent? Never! (16) Feel ashamed? Never! Neither 
could I endure remaining under the eyes of the God I had rejected. 
Only one thing was left for me — flight! . 

As Cain fiéd from the corpse of Abel, so did my soul tear itself 
away from this spectacle of horror. This was the particular judgment. 
The invisible Judge said: ‘“‘Depart!’’ (Matt. xxv. 41.) 

And like a shadow of yellow sulphur my soul descended into the 
place of unending torture. (17) 





Finale 


Thus ended Anna’s letter from hell. The last words were scarcely 
legible, they looked so distorted. The letter itself dissolved into ashes 
in my hands... 

There! What was that? Into the harsh staccato accents of ‘the 
lines I believed myself to be reading came the gentle tones of a bell. 
I started. I was still lying abed in my room. The radiant dawn of 
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morn glowed through my window. The Angelus was ringing from 
the parish belfry. Was all this only a dream?... 

Never before had I experienced the consolation of the Angelic 
Salutation as I did that morning. Slowly I recited the three Aves. 
Then clearly I resolved: You must cling tightly to her, to the Blessed 
Mother of God, and cultivate a childlike devotion to her, if you do not 
wish to suffer the fate described to you — if only in a dream — 
by a soul that will never see God. 

Still trembling because of this terrible experience, I dressed hur- 
riedly and rushed downstairs to the chapel. I felt my heart-beats clear 
up in my throat. The few guests near me stared at me. They may 
have guessed my excitement from the speed with which I ran down 
the stairs, That afternoon a kindly, elderly lady from Budapest, much 
tried by sufferings, feeble as a child, near-sighted yet zealous in serving 
God and far-sighted in things of the spirit said to me, smiling: “Mad- 
emoiselle, the Savior does not wish to be served in a fast train.” But 
immediately observing that something else had affected and still af- 

. fected me, she added in a soothing tone: 


“Let nothing disturb thee Patient endurance 


Nothing affright thee; Attaineth to all things; 
All things are passing; Who God possesseth 
: God never changeth; In nothing is wanting. 


Alone God sufficeth. — St. Teresa. 


While she softly whispered these words without the least thought 
of sermonizing, it seemed to me that in my soul she read: “Alone God 
sufficeth.” Yes, He shall suffice me, here and hereafter. I am deter- 
mined to possess Him over there sometime, no matter how many sacri- 
fices it may cost here. .I do not want tg go to hell! 


NOTE: (14) ‘‘The pain (the loss of God) is as great as God is.’’ (St. Augustine, 
‘De Civitate Dei, I, 21, c. 4.) 

(15) Summa Theol. Part I: Que. 89, Art. 3, ans.: ‘‘Separated souls know all 
natural things not with a certain and proper knowledge, but in a general and confused 
manner.’’ ‘‘And again, ad. 2.: ‘‘As the soul separated from the body does not perfectly 
understand separate substances, so neither does it know all-natural things perfectly; 
but it knows them confusedly.’’ (Ibid. Art. 4, ans.: ‘‘Separated souls by these spe- 
cies know only those singulars to which they are determined by former knowledge in 
this life, or by some affection, or by natural aptitude, or by the disposition of the 
Divine order,’’ and again: ad. 2: ‘‘The knowledge of the separated soul is confined to 
those species or individuals to which the soul has some kind of determined relation.’’ 

(16) Summa Theol. Part I: Que. 64, Art. 3, ad. 3.: ‘‘Since the demon has a 
perverse and obstinate will, he is not sorry for the evil of sin.’’ : 

Supplement Que. 98, Art. 2, ans.: ‘‘The wicked will not repent of their sins directly 
because consent in ‘the malice ‘of sin will remain in them; but they will repent in- 
direetly, inasmuch as they will suffer from the punishment inflicted on them for sin.’’ 

(17) ‘Herve, Praelect. Theol. Dogma. 12, Paris, 1934, IV. n. 694.: ‘‘It is cer- 
tain, and according to Suarez, an article of faith, that hell is a definite plece. And 
the general opinion amounts to this, that hell is in the interior of the earth, although 
the Church has made no declaration on it.’’ 


- 
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Bishop von Keppler and the Poor Souls 
rojo 


BEAUTIFUL example of great confidence in and tender love 
for the poor souls is shown in the life of the late Bishop von 
Keppler of Rottenburg. At the time he was studying theol- 
ogy, the Bishop of the diocese hesitated to admit the young 
candidate to major orders because of a defect in his speech. Upon the 
petition of the young theologian, the Bishop agreed to give him one 
last chance; he was to be allowed to preach one more test sermon. 

As Bishop von Keppler himself related afterwards, it was then that 
he formed a compact with the poor souls. He made a novena to them, 
and promised that if they would help him, he would devote himself 
to their cause throughout his priestly life. 

When the time came to deliver his sermon, he mounted the pulpit 
with a fast-beating heart, yet full of confidence, and he preached with- 
out once stammering! He was admitted to Holy Orders, and little did 
Bishop Hefele surmise that the young priest upon whom he was then 
laying his hands would one day be his second successor in the epis- 
copal see, and the very one destined to restore biblical sermons in 
Germany. . j 

Dr. von Keppler, both as priest and bishop, did not forget his 
promise to the poor souls. He often preached touching sermons on the 
poor souls and wrote a profound book for priests in which he urged 
them not to neglect the poor souls amid the many other needs of the 


times nor to be so solicitous for the living as to forget the care of the 
dead. 


A Word from Konnersreuth 


OME years ago, an American priest, speaking to Teresa Neumann 

S during an ecstasy, inquired about his mother who had died a short 

time previously. Res] reassured him with the words: “She is 
already in heaven!” : 

“And my father?” the priest inquired. ‘He is still in purgatory,” 
answered Res]. “But,” returned the priest, in astonishment, “my father 
has been dead for so long a time and I have offered up so many Holy 
Masses for him!” 

“*Yes,’’ answered Resl, “‘but although he lived almost under the roof 
of the church, (that is, very close to its door) he did not care to exert 
himself to assist at Holy Mass also on weekdays, even though he had 
time and opportunity. For this reason, the Holy Masses now offered 
up for the repose of his soul are not so applied.’ 

The American priest related this occurrence with deep emotion. 
One who heard it from his own lips bears witness to the truth of this 
report. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


ULY is the month which Catholic custom consecrates to 
the honor of the Precious Blood. Every feast of Our 
Lord and every devotion to Him that the Church ap- 
proves is meant to help us understand more clearly 
something that Our Lord has done for us, and to stir up 
in us special feelings and acts of virtue which are in keep- 
ing with it. 

What is the special thing that the feast and the de- 
votion to the Precious Blood points out? It reminds us: 
(1) That we were shut out from heaven because of the sin 
of Adam and Eve, our first parents, and were in the power 
of the devil; (2) That we should have remained so for- 
ever had not someone opened the gate of heaven for us 
again and rescued us from our enemy; and (3) That 

that SOMEONE was our dear Savior who gave the price of His Pre- 

cious Blood, which He shed to the last drop on the Cross for us. 

What are the special feelings and the virtue which this feast and 
this devotion should stir up in our souls? First of all, it should make 
us reverence the Precious Blood really present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, and should urge us, especially at Mass, when the Chalice is ele- 
vated, to offer It to God the Father in thanksgiving for graces given to 
us and in atonement for our sins. We can do this by using the indul- 
genced prayer: “Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ in atonement for my sins, and in supplication for the 
holy souls in purgatory and for the wants of Holy Church.” (300 days’ 
indulgence. ) 

_ Then it should make us show gratitude to Our Lord by not giving 
ourselves back to the enemy from whom He has freed us. We give 
ourselves back to the enemy by mortal sin. May God in His love and 
mercy preserve each Little Lover from turning away from Jesus in this 
way. Should any of you have done so, stop now, this very moment, and 
make an act of contrition and of love, and resolve to go to confession 
as soon as possible. Venial sins do not make us lose the friendship of 
Jesus, nor give us up wholly to the devil; but to commit them habitual- 
ly and deliberately makes one apt to become careless about mortal 
sins. You will be able to test your gratitude to Jesus, and to prove 
that you understand what the shedding of His Precious Blood means, 
by earnestly fighting every temptation to sin. If you have been care- 














94 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


_less and have formed sinful habits, then during July you must change 
all this! Receive the Sacrament of penance and let the Precious Blood 
cleanse your soul. Then go to Holy Communion, and Jesus will give 
you strength to fight and conquer the enemies of your soul. Go to 
Him often, and the enemy will not be able to overcome you. 

When temptations come, think of what Our Lord has done for 
you. Think of Him in His agony in the Garden of Olives, covered 
with a sweat of Blood at the thought of men’s sins and ingratitude, and 
tell Him you are sorry for having offended Him in the past and prom- 
ise not to offend Him again. When you feel inclined to impatience 
and love of ease, or are tempted to impurity, think of Jesus beaten 
with whips and shedding His Blood in the Scourging. Think of His 
Crowning with Thorns when thoughts of pride or evil imaginations 
come to your mind. Think of the Blood He shed on the Way of the 
Cross to atone for bad example, which perhaps you have given. Think 
of the Crucifixion, when you feel lazy and disobedient. Think of Our 
Lord’s Sacred Heart pierced with the soldier’s spear and ask Him to 
stir your heart to love Him in return. If during the month of July 
you think about Our Lord’s sufferings in this way, if you avoid sin 
resolutely, and receive Him often in Holy Communion, it will indeed 
be a blessed month and you will please Jesus very much. 

Practice: Every time you assist at Mass, offer the Precious Blood 
of Jesus to the Eternal Father at the Elevation, in thanksgiving for all 
that Jesus has done for you and for the whole world, to beg mercy for 
sinners, to assist the holy souls in purgatory, and to obtain graces for 
yourself and for the whole Church. 

Aspiration: Praised and blessed forevermore be Jesus, who has 
Saved us with His Blood! 


Blessed Bartolomea Capitaneo 
(Feast, July 26) 


B ARTOLOMEA Capitaneo was born on January 13, 1807, at: Lo- 
vere, Italy. At holy baptism, she received the name of Maria 
Bartolomea. As soon as she could understand, her mother taught her 
to give her heart wholly to Jesus, and helped her to overcome her little 
faults. One day while Bartolomea was in church she heard a sermon 
on mortal sin. It impressed her so much that ever after she had a 
great horror of the smallest offense against God. Often she would 
take her Crucifix, and with tears in her eyes would say over and over 
again: “O Jesus, I will never offend Thee!”” Even when very young 
she helped her mother in the household duties, and took such care that 
her mother could depend on her for many things. 

At the age of eleven, Dartolomea was sent to a Sisters’ boarding 
school. She was very bright and made good progress in her studies. 
Her happy, cheerful disposition won for her the nickname, “The Sun- 
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beam.’”’ One day during recess the teacher, Sister Mary Frances, called 
the children to her, and said: ‘‘Which one of you is going to be a 
saint?” Bveryone answered: “I — I — I.” “But who will be one 
first?”’ asked the Sister. Again, all cried out: “I —I—HI.” “But 
you can’t all be first,’’ said Sister Mary Frances. ‘“‘I’ll tell you what 
we'll do. We'll draw straws, and the one who gets the longest must 
be the first saint.’’ All agreed, and Sister Mary Frances began to get 
the straws ready. But Bartolomea slipped away to the chapel and 
prayed three “Hail Marys.”’ After each one, she said: ‘“‘O Holy Mother, 
let me draw the longest straw!’’ As soon as she joined the other 
children, the straws were drawn, and lo, Bartolomea had the longest! 

Was she really to be the first saint! She began to cry from ex- 
citement, and then ran back to the chapel and prayed to Jesus and His 
Mother to make her a saint. Over and over again, she said to herself: 
“I want to be a saint; I want to be a great saint; I want to be a saint 
soon!’’ And from that day she set to work to become a saint, by trying 
to imitate the lives of the saints, which she read over and over. Her 
special favorite was St. Aloysius. She offered up all kinds of little 
acts of self-denial, such as giving her candy to her playmates, not 
warming her hands when they were cold, not leaning against the pew 
when she was praying in church, and eating food she did not like. 
One day when she examined her conscience she found out that there was 
some pride and vanity in her soul. Immediately she began to fight 
against these vices. She never spoke about herself, paid no attention 
to any praise she received, and did not excuse herself when corrected 
for faults. Once Bartolomea was accused of doing something in school 
which she had not done. In punishment she had to kneel down before 
the whole class. Most of the children knew she was not guilty, and all 
pitied her, but Bartolomea kept on kneeling with a smile on her face, 
until the child who had committed the fault stood up and said she was 
the one who should be punished. When asked why she did not defend 
herself, Bartolomea answered: ‘‘Now I have a gift to give to Jesus in 
Holy Communion tomorrow morning.” 

Bartolomea loved the Blessed Sacrament and received Holy Com- 
munion every day, and often made visits to Jesus during the day. She 
also had a great love for the Mother of God. She would decorate her 
altar with beautiful flowers, and would let no occasion pass of giving 
her the spiritual flowers of little hidden virtues. When she was four- 
teen, Bartolomea made up her mind to give herself to Jesus forever. 
Bartolomea thought of becoming a Sister, but her parents wanted her 
to come home. She obeyed without any resistance. Whenever she 
wanted to go anywhere, she would always tell her parents where she 
was going and why, so they might always know where to find her. 

In order to help others love Jesus more, Bartolomea opened a 
school in her parents’ home. The number of her pupils grew so rapidly 
that the pastor built a school near the church. After a few years, 
Bartolomea founded a society of religious to educate girls and care 
for the sick. They were called “Sisters of Mercy of the Child Mary.” 

Wherever she was, Bartolomea kept in mind her resolve to be a 
saint. She made some resolutions which she knew would help her and 
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was very faithful in keeping them. Here are some of them: ‘As soon 
as I awake in the morning, I will turn my first thoughts to God, then 
to Our Blessed Lady. I will kiss her picture and commend myself to 
the care of my Guardian Angel and St. Aloysius.” — “After dressing 
with all modesty, I will say my prayers, either in my own room or in 
church... I will assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion... 
I will do my household duties, even the smallest, with great care... 
I will grant every favor asked of me, even though it means self-sacri- 
fice... Never will I utter a word of complaint.” 

When Bartolomea was twenty-six, she became very sick, and the 
doctor said she would not get well. When told that she was going to 
die, Bartolomea was very happy and said: “I can hardly wait to go 
to Jesus and to see His holy Mother and St. Aloysius.” She suffered 
much, but did not complain. She prayed continually, and at last, on 
July 26, 1833, Jesus took her to Himself to reward her many virtues. 
She died with the Name of Jesus on her lips. Pope Pius XI praised 
her for her virtues, and gave her the title of “Blessed,’”’ on May 30, 
1926. And now our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has announced that 
he will canonize her, that is, declare her a “saint,” next year, on May 
18, 1950. She is a patroness of children and youths, and there are 
many things you can imitate in her life. 


_ (This sketch is taken from our booklet, “Rambling Roses.” If you have 
enjoyed it, you will no doubt want to read about Anne de Guigne and Maria 
of Padua, whose lives are also in this booklet. The price is 10¢ 





In your charity, do not forget the 


War-Sufferers of Europe 


whose urgent need for 
food, clothing, medicine, and other necessities, 
still offers a challenge to the self-sacrificing charity of 
our American Catholics. 
tila 
May’ we plead that those who are-able continue their help 
in the form of alms and clothing to be forwarded to the needy 


priests, Sisters and lay persons who call upon us for aid? 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















©Ynspirational GS ooklets 


for Cojuly 


Devotion to the Precious Blood (Feast, July 1) — A short treatise 
on the Precious Blood and Its veneration, with practical suggestions and 
many beautiful prayers to honor It during this month dedicated to It. 
Also contains the Proper parts of the Mass for the feast of the Precious 
Blood. 10¢ 


te: Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord Part I & Part Il 

— Companion booklets, enabling the user to participate in the spirit of 
the Liturgy in all of Our Lord’s feasts. Part I contains the feasts from 
Advent to Pentecost. Part II, from Pentecost to Advent, includes the 
feast of the Precious Blood. Each, booklet, 96 pages. 15¢ 


te St. Benedict, the Beloved of God (Solemnity, July 11) — 
— A short account of the holy life and miracles of the great Saint 
Benedict, with a novena, litany and other prayers, an explanation of the 
medal of St. Benedict and a few of the countless favors obtained through 


its use. 10¢ 
ie Sacramentals — An explanation of the chief sacramentals of the 
Church. Get a copy and read about the Scapular of Our Lady of Mount 


Carmel (feast, July 16). 10¢ 


tx} The Mysteries of Mary — A practical booklet to use for the feast 

of the Visitation, July 2, and that of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, July 16. 
Contains considerations on the mystery of these feasts, as well as of 
thirteen others, and suggests a practice and prayer in honor of each 
mystery. 10¢ 


tie Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin — Another favorite booklet for the feasts of Mary, to help 
you spend them in the spirit of the Liturgy. Also contains the doctrine 
of St. De Montfort’s “‘True Devotion,” and many beautiful prayers. In- 
cludes forty feasts. 128 pages, 20¢ 


e Good St. Anne — You will appreciate using this booklet in prep- 

aration for St. Anne’s feast, July 26. It gives an inspiring account 
of the veneration of her relics, of her shrine and miracles, with many 
prayers in her honor. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 
to Help You Know and Live 
Your FAITH 


Each booklet, 10¢ 


Booklets on Special Devotions 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 
Devotion to the Holy Face 
Devotion to Mary 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
Devotion to St. Joseph 





Booklets on the Sacraments Booklets on the Saiets 








Fountains of Salvation (Baptism, Go to J h 
Confirmation, Holy Orders) oe 


Confession, the Sacrament of St. Anthony, the Wonderworker 


U har — and ore ) St. Gertrude the Great 
nited in Christ atrimony ‘ 
Through Death to Life (Extreme St. Therese of the Child Jesus 


Unction) St. Jude and St. Rita 


Consoling Booklets 


Our Savior’s Goodness to Those Who Trust Him 
Magnificence of the Love of God and the Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 
Conformity to the Will of God 
Pathways to Peace 
Words of Consolation for the Sick 
All Ye Who Mourn 





Booklets on the Angels Booklets for Children 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield Boy Heroes 
Our Heavenly Companions Rambling Roses 


Miscellaneous 


From Earth to Heaven Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
Novena of Communions Indulgenced Prayers and 
Aspirations 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











